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	Origin of Mastic:

	Mastic Gum (Mastiha) is the air-dried, resinous exudation of the mastic tree: Pistacia lentiscus L. an evergreen tree that springs in the Eastern Mediterranean region.

	Only the variety Chia, which is exclusively cultivated in the south part of the Greek Island Chios, produces the finest, the purest and unique Gum Mastic.

	Plant variety, microclimate and local topology are the “secret” for such exclusivity. Such is the uniqueness of these conditions that the same variety in the north of the same island does not produce Mastiha – gum mastic.


	Collecting Mastic:

	The natural aromatic resin, tree-gum is exuded in teardrop shapes, through shallow incisions on the trunk and main branches of the mastic tree made with sharp tools.

	The fresh resin, remaining under the tree for some days   is coagulated by the local environmental conditions.

	The coagulated product, the unique Chios Gum mastic, is then collected and carefully cleaned by the growers. The long and laborious process of producing and harvesting Mastic drops remains unchanged through the centuries and it is carried out from March to November each year.


	History of Mastic:

	The first reference for the Chios Gum came from the Greek historian Herodotus mentions, as early as the 5th century BC the resinous substance called Mastiha (Mastic) produced in the island of Chios.



	Producing Mastic Liqueur:

	Agricultural origin ethyl alcohol is first diluted with water so to reduce the alcoholic strength.

	The natural Mastic of Chios is immersed in the ethyl alcohol and stays for 15 days ((during the 15 days small stirrings are realized on a regular basis). After the 15 days, distillation of the mixture in 300 liter batch stills is done.

	A mixture of water and sugar is then added to the distillate. This mixture is such that the alcohol content (15% volume) and the desired sugar content are reached (320gr./lt.).

	Finally, when the product stabilizes through chilling, it is filtered and bottled.


“A natural product with Ancient History”
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Imported by Stellar Importing Co., Whitestone, New York
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